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Sara B. Bost . Washington, DC 20560
Irvington,
Vincent A Cianci, Jr.
Providenoe, RL Dear Administrator Browner:
Teree CaldwellJohnson
Des Moines, 1A
Peter Qlavelle On behdf of the Local Government Advisory Committee, | am writingto thank you
Judith A ﬁ‘t.fn"'m for the Agency's responseto the Committeg's variousreports over the last severd
G msc“y» X years. | believeyou are aware that mogt of the members of the LGAC are new to the
St George, UT Committeeand | know that when you have an opportunity to meet with these new
T s IN members you will beimpressed with their experience, judgement and commitment to
Randall Franke environmenta protection. The new LGAC thought it would bewiseto review and
o OR prioritizethe literaly dozens of recommendationscontained in the Committee's past
Carson City, NV reports. Thistask was assgned to our |mplementation Subcommitteeand | want to
M e MT thank Dick Zaisand Od Wingo, Subcommittee Co-Chairs, for the work of their group.
Terry L. Kauffman The Implementation Subcommittee reported at the last meeting of the full LGAC that
WL""M“ ,:,ﬁ,."P /:l therewere sx broad areasfor future collaboration with the Agency. Theseareasare:
Denver, CO
T s A «  Expanded local lisison at the Regional level
s""l,\gvﬁymd‘,\ld\’( «  Consultationwith loca governments during the rulemaking process
Susan Ode e Involvement of local governmentsin the Performance Partnership process
Berkeley, CA «  Technica assistanceand education opportunities, especialy for small local
Gary Paxtol .
Sitka, AK governmentsthat lack resources and expertise
e DA «  Communicationand outreach, both from the Agency to local governmentsand
Katherine E. Slaughter from local governmentsto the Agency
Ropparioftesville, VA » Resourcesand funding
Pensacola, FL
Arlyn M. Stepper
Clackamas, OR
Johnsmfﬂegf;; MO | dso wanted to takethis opportunity to update you on recent Loca Government
Chiristine Weason Advisory Committee activities.
Phoenix, AZ
Bevﬁyn':;,vxvxeaver The Policy Subcommittee continuesto work with ECOS through the nenly created
O Loca Government Forum to identify and replicate successful models of
John R Yeager, local/state/federal partnerships. These partnership modeswill be highlighted in a
e uctiogon, WY soon-to-be-published document. Through the Local Government Forum, New Jersey
Yakima, WA has agreed to a pilot partnership project involving a city, county and the State. Other
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States, including Minnesota, are now consdering Imilar projects. The Forum continuesto be a
vehiclefor local governments, the Statesand EPA to addressissues such as the involvement of
localsin the performance partnership process, urban sprawl and smart growth strategies, and
other priority issues.

The Implementation Subcommitteehas hdd severd productive meetings with senior EPA
managersto offer the assistance of the Committeewhenever the input of local governmentsis
needed. In these meetings, Committee membersemphasized that they could assst the Agency in
designing rulesand programsthat work a thelocd level and that their involvement in the EPA
process provided the Agency with enhanced credibility with Federd dected officias. Senior
manegers have identified saverd areasfor Committee activity. The Subcommittee hopesto
expand upon these interactions with senior staff a the next meeting in Washington.

The Outreach Subcommittee has been vary effective in engaging both the nationa
associationsfor loca governments(NACo, NATAT, USCM, NLC and NARC) ad the regiond
offices. They have been hard at work discussing what types of assstance are availableto locd
unitsand how can we do an even better job of getting information, technica assstanceand other
resourcesto locas. It has been heartening to see the response of the associationsand the regions;
thereis genuineexcitement over thiseffort.

The Committeethanks you for your outreach to loca governmentsand the leadership you
have demonstrated recognizingthe need for new partnerships between the Agency and the
thousands of amal communities, cities, counties and metropolitan regions. These new grass-roots
partnershipswill be essentid if we are to addressthe non-point source chalengesof the coming
millenium.

| want to persondly thank you for your leadership and support. When you werein
Minnegpolis not long ago, we discussed a new era of communication, cooperation and
collaboration between the Agency and locd governments. Sincethat time, | believe we have
meade red progressin that regard.

| hopeyou will beableto join usa this year's Washington meeting of the Committee-
you will beimpressed by the new members. We plan to invite the nationa associationsto
participatein our sessions, so you will have the opportunity to reach meary local government
congtituenciesat one mesting.

Sincerdy,
Bill Anderson, Chair
Locd Government Advisory Committee
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JUN 7 1999 OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

Mr. Bill Anderson

Chair, Local Government
Advisory Committee

300 PHC 250 South Fourth

Minneapolis, MN 55415

Dear Mr. Anderson:

The Agency is pleased to receivethe latest set of recommendationsfrom the Local
Government Advisory Committee(LGAC). Weredizethat locd governments mugt be
empowered to meet their environmenta stewardship responsibilitiesand we committed to
working with the LGAC to ensurethat our local government partners have access.to the
information, expertise, and resources necessary to build comprehensive, long-term solutions at the
local level.

We are pleased dso to know that the Committeeis working dready with the Agency and
with the States, through the Environmental Commissioners of the States (ECOS), to address
concernswithin the broad areas of collaboration that the Committee recommends. The Policy
Subcommittee's work with the ECOS/Local Government Forum produced the recent Partnership
Report, which highlighted some successful intergovernmental partnerships currently underway
around the country. We look forward to learning about the resultsof New Jersey's pilot project
to use the Environmental Protection Agency/State Performance Partnership Agreement processas
amode for negotiating partnership agreements with a municipdity and a county.-The Outreach
Subcommittee's working groupson Technical Assstance, and Intergovernmentd Liaison should
yield someinteresting resultsand further assist the Agency in addressing the neads of |ocal
governments The Agency aso looks forward te working with the Implementation Subcommittee
asthey proceed with their rulemaking work and to exploring avenues to address concernsabout
resourcesand funding.

The Adminigtrator and | have heard great things about the Committee and,
in particular, thework you aredoing as Chair. We appreciatethe time and effort that dl of the
Committee members commit persondly and professonaly to achieving our common goalsin
environmenta protection, and towards working with the Agency to strengthen our partnership.

The Administrator gppreciatesthe invitation to participate in the Committeg's next
meeting in Washington, D C in September. We are working already to estabhsh dates and
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reserve meeting facilitiesand we will work closdy with the Administrator's office to secure her
participation.

| look forward to meeting you and al of the Committee membearsin September and to
working with the Committeein the future. |f we can be of further assstanceto you, pleasecall
me at (202) 260-5200 or Linda Rimer, Deputy for Intergovernmenta Relations, at (202) 260-
4719. Asdways, you may call DeniseNey at (202) 260-0419.

DianeE. Thompson (/
Associate Administrator




